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DHRUVI ACHARYA

THE lockdown has been stressful
for me as it must be for most peo-
ple—besides the constant vigilance
against contracting the virus, on the
personal front, there have been dis-
rupted routines, kidsathome, little or
no domestic help, isolation, worrying
aboutlonely and ageing parents, and
the daily news of lost jobs, hunger,
the plight of migrants and wage la-
bourers, the battle our healthcare
workers are facing, and stories of
death and illness.

So, on the day of the Janata Cur-
few, Iwentto mystudio and decided
to paint whatever was on my mind,
which, for the privileged among us,
is the Coronavirus (versus hunger,
poverty, illness and death for many).

India’s established and young artists find themselves turning to their art to make
sense of the sorrow around them and renew their promise to co-exist with nature
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Dhruvi Acharya works on Painting in
the Time of Corona

Since then, Ihave been painting every
day as it helps me not worry exces-
sively about things I cannot control.
The paintings are about the psycho-
logical, socialand physical impact of
the pandemic—fear of touching an-
yone or anything, social distancing,
loneliness, the fear of the disease and
its effects on the human body.

We do not knowwhenwe will see
the light at the end of the long tun-

nel, which, inIndia, we are justenter-
ing. But I think we are realising how
connected we all are, and thatwe all
will have towork together to combat
thisvirus—else itcanbecomeavery
long war.

My hope, when we come out on
the otherside, is thatwe, as humans,
change our ways. I hope we all un-
derstand we need to reset our prior-
ities and put health, family, science
and education above weapons, war,
religious fanaticism, and mindless
destruction. And, [ hope we will pay
heed to the warnings by scientists
about the impending and extreme
impact of climate change, and learn
torespectandvalue our environment
and all living things on earth. If not, I
fear humanswill live and die, caught
in a constant cycle of disasters.
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